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Message From Mr. Silagi
Whittier Families,

Your children have made an excellent transition 
back to school!  I have enjoyed welcoming our 
returning students back and meeting our new 
children.  I am certain that this will be a year filled 
with growth for your child both academically and 
emotionally. I encourage you to take a look at our 
mission and goals on page two of this newsletter.  
As many of you know we believe in educating the 
whole child at Whittier. This means that we care 
just as much about developing your child socially 
and emotionally as we do academically.   Our 
mission page summarizes our school goals and 
mission at Whittier.  I am looking forward to a 
great journey together this year.  It is an honor to 
serve the families of Whittier!

Chris Silagi

Principal
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Growth Mindset Skill Focus 
Throughout the school year each grade level will focus on specific skills related to possessing a growth mindset.  During the month of September 
our students will learn about the benefits of possessing a growth mindset and how accepting feedback and goal setting relate to their growth. 
Check out our Growth Mindset Parent Guide that was distributed on Curriculum Night to learn more, or access it electronically at this link: 
https://www.cusd200.org/domain/1465

September Skill and Learning Target Key Classroom Readings  Important Definitions
Growth Mindset: Believing that your abilities, intelligence 
and talents can grow and improve through hard work, taking 
on challenges and perseverance.

Feedback: Information from others that can help you grow.

Fixed Mindset: The belief that your talents and intelligence 
are fixed and that failure is the limit of your abilities. 



Safety Drills 
Whittier Transportation Information

Morning Arrival by Bus

Our buses line up directly in front of Whittier heading eastbound on Park Avenue. 
They let students out at approximately 9 AM. Students will walk to their assigned 
areas and meet their teachers outside of the following doors:

• Kindergarten and 1st Grade: Outside of Door 3 on the blacktop

• 2nd and 3rd Grade: Outside of Doors 4 and 5 on the blacktop

• 4th Grade: On the playground blacktop

• 5th Grade: Outside of our main entrance (Door 1)

Morning Arrival by Car

Parents have the option of dropping their child off anywhere close to our 
Whittier building. Some options for dropping by car are on Park Avenue heading 
eastbound after our buses depart (typically our buses pull away around 9:03). 
Thus, cars can pull up and safely drop in front of the building. Other options are 
dropping on Arbor Avenue at the path that leads to our playground, or on 
Wheaton Avenue. 

Afternoon Dismissal for Bus Riders

Buses will park on Park Avenue to pick up all students that ride the bus.  

Afternoon Dismissal for Walkers and Car Riders

Our car pick up for all students at Whittier is in the rear of the building on Arbor 
Avenue.  Parents park in a line on Arbor Avenue heading westbound and we 
dismiss students to their cars as they pull up.  If you are meeting your child and 
planning on walking home with him or her, please meet your child on the 
blacktop path that leads to Arbor Avenue (at the edge of our playground)  in the 
rear of the building.

Providing a safe environment for our 
students is a top priority for us at Whittier.  In 
creating a safe environment we conduct 
safety drills to assure that our students are 
fully aware of our safety protocols.  These 
drills also allow us to assess our current 
procedures and make any necessary 
adjustments. 

This week we completed the following drills 
with all students attending Whittier:

- Fire Drill: All students exit the building 
and we account for all children in a timely 
manner.

- Lockdown Drill: All students and teachers 
lock their doors, remove themselves from 
the line of sight of their door, and remain 
quiet.  

- Severe Weather Drill: Each student takes 
a place of cover against hallway wall.



Band and Orchestra Information 
Did you know that the District 200 instrumental music program is known throughout Illinois for its excellence?

During the first 2 weeks of school, 5th graders will see, hear, and try out the instruments offered for instruction. Families will 
have a chance to meet the directors, ask questions, rent instruments, purchase lesson books, and register students for band 
or orchestra. Registration nights are at Hubble and Monroe Middle Schools on Tuesday, Sept. 12 from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. and 
at Edison and Franklin Middle Schools on Thursday, Sept. 14 from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. Feel free to drop in; allow about a half 
hour. The busiest times are from 5:00 to 6:30, when it may take a little longer. 

If parents cannot attend these sessions, please contact the band or orchestra teacher from your school. Further information 
may also be available on teacher classroom pages on school websites. Students younger than 5th grade may also participate 
in large group rehearsals if they take private lessons outside of school. There is an $80 fee for elementary band or orchestra 
participation; this is adjusted for students who qualify for exempt or reduced fees. Please contact the instructor for more 
information! The band director at Whittier is Mike Klos at michael.klos@cusd200.org and the string orchestra director is 
Natasha Alley at natasha.alley@cusd200.org.

We hope to see you at registration night!

Mike Klos- Whittier Band Director

Natasha Alley- Whittier Orchestra Director
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Mark Your Calendars 
9/4 – No School - Labor Day 

9/11 – Picture Day 

9/22 – No School - School Improvement 

9/29 – PTA Romp and Roar Fundraiser 

10/4 – PTA Meeting – 9:30 AM 

10/9 – No School Columbus Day

10/24 – Parent - Teacher Conferences

11/2 – Parent Teacher Conferences

Whittier is on Twitter! 
Check out all the learning and growing 
that is taking place each day at Whittier.  
Follow us on twitter @WhittierWildcat
or by using the following link:  
https://twitter.com/WhittierWildcat
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